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On Jan. 22, the Guatemalan government resumed fumigations of poppy and marijuana crops with
the same chemicals used in previous fumigations. These activities are being carried out with the use
of US Ayres S2R Turbo Thrush-65 planes, provided by the US Drug Enforcement Administration.
Although the objectives of fumigations are to destroy narcotics plantations, the army is
simultaneously bombing rural villages. On Feb. 2, for instance, helicopters bombed the villages of
El Rodeo and Tejulta in San Marcos department for three hours. Prior to recent fumigations, the
government carried out a publicity campaign linking the insurgency to drug trafficking. On Jan.
23, Treasury Police chief in San Marcos informed daily newspaper El Grafico that the guerrillas
cultivate heroin to obtain funds for carrying out urban-based activities. "Drug control" efforts by the
DEA and the Guatemalan government were initiated in April 1987. Large tracts of forest in northern
and western Guatemala have been defoliated by spraying glyphosphate, paraquat, malathion and
EDB. At least 14 deaths were caused on June 19 last year when Indian peasants near Tacana (San
Marcos department) drank river water contaminated by the spraying. Thousands of Guatemalans
have suffered from skin irritation, respiratory problems, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea caused
by the chemicals. Guatemalan Interior Minister Juan Jose Rodil Paralta claims the spraying was
intended to eradicate poppy and marijuana crops. The abovementioned forest areas, however, are
not known as sources of such crops. These areas are sites for the government's counterinsurgency
campaign; local peasants have been herded into government camps. Rodil has refused to identify
areas scheduled for future spraying, citing "security reasons." An announcement in late 1987 by the
US and Guatemalan governments of increased efforts to combat the Mediterranean fruit fly brought
on a wave of protest. Environmentalists warned that the use of highly toxic chemical pesticides and
toxic defoliants has already caused major environmental damage and deaths. An estimated 75%
of the pesticides applied in Central America are either banned, restricted or unregistered in the
US. In Guatemala, DDT in cow's milk has been recorded at levels 90 times higher than allowed by
US standards. The Campesino Unity Committee (CUC) claims that the army has been poisoning
rivers used by the rural civilian population, and has destroyed villages, chapels and schools in the
northwest of El Quiche department. (Basic data from Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA,
Washington DC; Links, Fall 1987, Mesoamerica, December 1987, summarized by Central America
Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota)
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